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NEWSLETTER
1
MESSAGE FROM THE DIVISION HEAD
Greetings, Alumni and Friends!
Spring is a special time on campus as 
we celebrate our students’ accomplish-
ments and look forward to commence-
ment in a few short weeks. Founder’s 
Day, the College Awards Ceremony, 
ASPIRE, club and organization 
banquets, and department gatherings 
all bring our community together and 
allow us to celebrate the best of our 
work. We all look forward to seeing 
our graduates take their next steps. We 
love to hear about your career paths 
and other successes, and this semester 
we welcomed back to campus several 
alumni who have provided insight on 
their career trajectories. Along the way, 
we also learned information that will 
help us improve our programs and 
think about how we can better serve 
our current and future students. We are 
excited about several new programs that 
are set to launch next year, and I hope to 
fill you in on those details in the fall.
Please don’t hesitate to drop me a line 
and let me know about how your BC 
experience has contributed to your 
success.
Best wishes,
Dr. Phil Spickler
pspickle@bridgewater.edu 
Dr. Erin Morris Miller was recognized 
for her scholarship with the Faculty Schol-
arship Award at the annual Founder’s Day 
ceremony on Tuesday, April 2. Dr. Miller 
originally thought she would pursue jour-
nalism when she started her college career. 
Due to her strengths in science and math, 
her advisor recommended she consider 
the sciences. After majoring in psychology 
with a minor in chemistry, she decided 
to pursue clinical psychology. She earned 
a B.S. from the University of North 
Carolina in 1998 and got a job working 
for a child psychologist. Her experiences 
led her to look into research programs 
for graduate school, and she chose the 
educational psychology program at the 
University of Virginia, with a specialty in 
gifted education. 
Her extensive publication record in her 
field is “eclectic,” she commented, due to 
a wide variety of collaborations with her 
colleagues. “My favorite publication is 
probably my dissertation study examining 
teachers’ beliefs about giftedness, using 
the conceptual centrality method used in 
cognitive psychology.” 
Dr. Miller completed her Ph.D. at UVA in 
2006 and worked as an adjunct professor 
at James Madison University while her 
two children were young. In August 2011, 
she was hired as an Assistant Professor at 
Bridgewater in the Department of Psychol-
ogy, and, in 2017, she was awarded tenure 
and promoted to Associate Professor.
 “My main research area is in evaluating 
how beliefs about human abilities such 
as intelligence or athleticism affect deci-
sion-making and motivation,” she said. Her 
focus in applied psychology is on helping 
parents and teachers apply findings from 
psychological research and neuroscience 
studies to support gifted students.
MILLER WINS FACULTY SCHOLARSHIP AWARD
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FACULTY NEWS
DR. R. ERIC MCGREGOR in the Department of Mathematics 
and Computer Science was awarded tenure and promoted to 
Associate Professor. Dr. McGregor earned his Ph.D. in com-
puter science from Clarkson University. He teaches a variety 
of computer science courses and has mentored many students 
through independent studies and research.
DR. RANDALL YOUNG, Associate Professor of Psychology, 
is co-author of a paper, “Content, Structure, and Dynamics of 
Personal Reputation: The Role of Trust and Status Potential 
within Social Networks,” that was published in the Novem-
ber 2018 volume of the Group Processes & Intergroup Rela-
tions journal.
DR. ARNOLD YIM, Assistant Professor of Mathematics, 
co-authored a paper, “Real-Time Encoding/Decoding for 
Pairwise Communication over an Unreliable Sensor Net-
work,” that was presented in February at Sensornets 2019, the 
eighth International Conference on Sensor Networks.
DR. ROBYN PUFFENBARGER, Associate Professor of Biol-
ogy, has updated and completed a second edition of The Birds 
of Rockingham County, the definitive checklist of all the bird 
species ever recorded in the county. The new checklist updates 
the first edition, which was published by the Rockingham 
County Bird Club in 1998.
Bridgewater College biology professors volunteered their time, 
classrooms and knowledge on Feb. 15 to help students from 
two Augusta County high schools prepare for the local Enviro-
thon competition in April. Envirothon is a nationwide, team-
based competition that focuses on forestry, wildlife, aquatics, 
soil and a special topic (this year’s is technology to feed the 
world). The winning local team moves on to regionals, followed 
by the state and ultimately North American competitions.
Rachel McCuller ’18, education specialist/technician with 
Headwaters Soil & Water Conservation District, helped 
coordinate this year’s learning lab with her former Bridgewater 
professors. “Professors have volunteered their time to give the 
students some more hands-on activities, because a lot of the stu-
dents don’t have access to the specimens or tree branches that 
the wildlife professors 
have,” McCuller said. 
“This is an opportunity 
for them to study and 
prepare.”
Dr. Edgar Lickey, As-
sociate Professor of Biol-
ogy, led students past 
tables displaying twigs 
and preserved leaves 
to teach them about 
identifying different tree 
species. Dr. Timothy 
Kreps, Associate Profes-
sor of Biology, and Dr. 
Kimberly Bolyard, Associate Professor of Biology, taught the 
aquatics stations. 
Dr. Tamara Johnstone-Yellin, Associate Professor of Biology 
and Dr. Robyn Puffenbarger, Associate Professor and De-
partment Chair of Biology, oversaw the wildlife classroom. 
While Puffenbarger talked with two students about the molting 
cycle of the goldfinch, three students admired a hummingbird. 
Across the room, Johnstone-Yellin taught a group of students 
how to spot the differences in the skulls of an elk and a white-
tailed deer.
Brent Hull ’93, a science teacher at Fort Defiance High School, 
has been coaching the school’s Envirothon team since 2001. 
Under Hull’s guidance, the team has won the state Envirothon 
competition 10 times and placed high in the North American 
competition—even winning it in 2006. 
Bridgewater College Biology Professors  
Help High School Students Prepare for Competition 
 “Professors have 
volunteered their time to 
give the students some 
more hands-on activities, 
because a lot of the 
students don’t have access 
to the specimens or tree 
branches that the wildlife 
professors have.”
                      -Rachel McCuller
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From BC to NIH: Moretz Shares Highlights 
from a 20-Year Career in Biomedical Science 
Samuel Moretz ’99 turned a lifelong 
fascination with biology and the out-
doors into an exploration of molecular 
biology and microbiology at Bridgewa-
ter College. Twenty years later, Moretz 
returned to speak to cur-
rent BC students about the 
course his life and career 
have taken.
Moretz studied molecular 
biology and microbiology 
under Dr. Steve Baron 
at BC and completed 
independent studies and 
research “every chance I 
could get.” Upon graduat-
ing with a B.S. in biology 
in 1999, Moretz took a 
position with a large phar-
maceutical manufacturer 
that specialized in antibiotics. He soon 
decided to pursue graduate studies 
and enrolled at East Tennessee State 
University, earning his M.S. in microbi-
ology in 2003.
In 2004, he joined the Malaria Vaccine 
Development Branch of the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases at the National Institutes of 
Health. Moretz walked the audience 
through the malaria life cycle, in both 
its human and mosquito hosts, and 
various elements of malaria vaccine 
research.
During 2014-15, Moretz took a brief 
“detour,” as he called it, from biomed-
ical research into biometrics, as he 
briefly managed a biometrics system 
development program for Navmar, a 
U.S. Navy contract firm.
But “malaria was in my blood,” he 
joked, and in 2016 he 
returned to the study of 
malaria and the NIH as 
the Scientific Operations 
Manager of the Laboratory 
of Malaria and Vector Re-
search. He currently serves 
as the Operational Program 
Manager of the 12 distinct 
LMVR research sections 
and is the general manager 
of the LMVR insectary 
facility.
Moretz credited BC with 
teaching him “to be a 
lifelong learner” and giving 
him the confidence to stretch himself 
and succeed throughout his career. He 
encouraged current students to do the 
same and take the necessary occasional 
“leap of faith” to pursue detours and 
increased responsibility along the way.
DR. JASON YBARRA, Assistant Professor of Physics, was a 
co-author on two posters presented at the January meeting of 
the American Astronomical Society in Seattle. One poster, 
titled “Investigating the Probability of Outflow Interactions 
with Neighboring Protostellar and Prestellar Cores,” summa-
rized the research completed in collaboration with Jeremy 
Gingrich, a senior physics and mathematics major, who 
received a Martin Science Research Institute grant to team 
with Dr. Ybarra and create simulations of star clusters and 
outflow triggered star formation. At the same meeting, Yba-
rra presented a research poster at the Historical Astronomy 
Division session titled “Analysis of Montanari’s Observa-
tions of Algol.” Ybarra worked with his collaborator,  
Andrealuna Pizzetti of the Osservatorio Astronomico 
Geminiano Montanari, to carry out a historical analysis of 
the recorded observations made by the 17th century Italian 
astronomer.
DR. MOSHE KHURGEL, Associate Professor of Biology, 
completed training as an Ambassador for PULSE (Partner-
ship for Undergraduate Life Sciences Education), a National 
Science Foundation-funded organization that promotes trans-
formation of life science education programs to use inclusive, 
student-centered, evidence-based teaching. Ambassador teams 
facilitate organizational and programmatic change efforts in 
science departments throughout the country. 
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NATURAL SCIENCES  2019 COLLEGE AWARD WINNERS 
BIOLOGY
Excellence in Biology Award
Doris Angrand, Angela Harner, Kelley Hilliker, 
Jessica Wilson
Excellence in Environmental Science 
Award
Sydney McTigue, Jessica Wilson
Outstanding Research Award in Biology
Laurel Glover 
Outstanding Research Award in  
Environmental Science
Abigail Ferson
CHEMISTRY
First-Year Chemistry Award
Ben Hancock, Thanh Pham
 
 
John W. Martin Award for 
Organic Chemistry
Sarah McIntyre
Garland L. Reed Endowed Chemistry 
Award
Morgan Todd  
The Dr. Stuart R. Suter Endowed  
Scholarship
Gabrielle Perkins
The American Chemical Society 
Outstanding Senior Award
Mary Shingler
MATHEMATICS AND COMPUTER 
SCIENCE
Outstanding Senior in Mathematics 
Award
Cheyenne Mitchell
 
Outstanding Senior in Computer Science 
Award
Charles German
Outstanding Senior in Information 
Systems Management Award 
Matthew Kelley
PHYSICS
The Dale V. Ulrich Endowed Physics 
Scholarship
Rachel Zarin
PSYCHOLOGY
Donald R. Witters Psychology Awards: 
Outstanding Academic Award
Emily Forbes
Outstanding Research Award
 Samantha Good, Kristen Lilly
save 
the 
date
OCTOBER 18 - 20
H O M E C O M I N G
